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Department of Justice § 90.2 

issued by OVW prior to the effective 
date of the rule. 

[81 FR 85891, Nov. 29, 2016] 

§ 90.2 Definitions. 
(a) In addition to the definitions in 

this section, the definitions in 42 U.S.C. 
13925(a) apply to all grants awarded by 
the Office on Violence Against Women 
and all subgrants made under such 
awards. 

(b) The term ‘‘community-based pro-
gram’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘community-based organization’’ in 42 
U.S.C. 13925(a). 

(c) The term ‘‘forensic medical exam-
ination’’ means an examination pro-
vided to a victim of sexual assault by 
medical personnel to gather evidence 
of a sexual assault in a manner suit-
able for use in a court of law. 

(1) The examination should include 
at a minimum: 

(i) Gathering information from the 
patient for the forensic medical his-
tory; 

(ii) Head-to-toe examination of the 
patient; 

(iii) Documentation of biological and 
physical findings; and 

(iv) Collection of evidence from the 
patient. 

(2) Any costs associated with the 
items listed in paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section, such as equipment or supplies, 
are considered part of the ‘‘forensic 
medical examination.’’ 

(3) The inclusion of additional proce-
dures (e.g., testing for sexually trans-
mitted diseases) may be determined by 
the State, Indian tribal government, or 
unit of local government in accordance 
with its current laws, policies, and 
practices. 

(d) The term ‘‘prevention’’ includes 
both primary and secondary prevention 
efforts. ‘‘Primary prevention’’ means 
strategies, programming, and activi-
ties to stop both first-time perpetra-
tion and first-time victimization. Pri-
mary prevention is stopping domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking before they occur. 
‘‘Secondary prevention’’ is identifying 
risk factors or problems that may lead 
to future domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, or stalking and 
taking the necessary actions to elimi-
nate the risk factors and the potential 

problem. ‘‘Prevention’’ is distinguished 
from ‘‘outreach,’’ which has the goal of 
informing victims and potential vic-
tims about available services. 

(e) The term ‘‘prosecution’’ means 
any public agency charged with direct 
responsibility for prosecuting criminal 
offenders, including such agency’s com-
ponent bureaus (such as governmental 
victim services programs). Public agen-
cies that provide prosecution support 
services, such as overseeing or partici-
pating in Statewide or multi-jurisdic-
tional domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, or stalking task 
forces, conducting training for State, 
tribal, or local prosecutors or enforcing 
victim compensation and domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
or stalking-related restraining orders 
also fall within the meaning of ‘‘pros-
ecution’’ for purposes of this definition. 

(f) The term ‘‘public agency’’ has the 
meaning provided in 42 U.S.C. 3791. 

(g) For the purpose of this part, a 
‘‘unit of local government’’ is any city, 
county, township, town, borough, par-
ish, village, or other general purpose 
political subdivision of a State. The 
following are not considered units of 
local government for purposes of this 
part: 

(1) Police departments; 
(2) Pre-trial service agencies; 
(3) District or city attorneys’ offices; 
(4) Sheriffs’ departments; 
(5) Probation and parole depart-

ments; 
(6) Shelters; 
(7) Nonprofit, nongovernmental vic-

tim service agencies including faith- 
based or community-based organiza-
tions; and 

(8) Universities. 
(h) The term ‘‘victim services divi-

sion or component of an organization, 
agency, or government’’ refers to a di-
vision within a larger organization, 
agency, or government, where the divi-
sion has as its primary purpose to as-
sist or advocate for domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking victims and has a documented 
history of work concerning such vic-
tims. 

[81 FR 85891, Nov. 29, 2016] 
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